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00:26 
CD: If we could just start with you introducing yourself and telling us 
where you originally come from. 


00:33 
DJ: I’m Don S. Jones. I came from Kansas, Lost Springs, Kansas. 
Joined the marine core in 1938. I went to Kansas City ... 


00:46 
CD: Just hold on one sec. 


(background talking) 


01:22 
CD: Why did you, what made you want to join the marine core? 


01:28 

DJ: We had a fella that had been in the marine core and had been to 
China. That was an older guy than I was, He’d been to China in the 
early 30s when I was a kid on the farm. And listened to some of the 
stories about him being to China, so I thought, well I wanted to join 
the marine core and go to China. So, I wanted to join the marine core 
ever since I was a kid, a little guy. 


01:50 
CD: Tell us the story of your enlistment, how old were you and uh, 
where did you sign up? 


01:55 

DJ: I was 18 years old, I had graduated high school in 1938 and I 
joined, signed on the post office at my home town, they said Uncle 
Same need ya, and so I filled out a form and sent it to Kansas City. 
They sent me back a form for the doctor to fill out, to see if I was 
healthy. And the next, about a week later I got a bus ticked to go to 
San, I mean to uh, Kansas City. And so, that was the first time I’d ever 
seen a city with a street light in it. And I got on a train in Kansas City 
and went to San Diego. And they told me what train, bus to get on to 


go to the marine base and uh, so when it went to the marine base I 
didn’t know how to pull the string on the street car, so it went right on 
by the marine base and at the next stop I got off and walked back to 
the marine base. 

02:48 

CD: Hold on for just a second, there’s a plane taking off, so we have to 
wait for that sound to go away 


(background talking) 


03:09 
CD: What was your rank and job in the marine core? 


03:14 

DJ: Well at Pearl Harbor I was a corporal. And I was in the supply 
department. There was a Major Strother, a Master Sergeant Nickles 
and a Sergeant Loyde and myself as a corporal, and we started the 
Marine Core Supply Depot for the South Pacific sometime in the 
middle of 1941. They built a big warehouse and we were the four 
original people. Coronal Strother came, to Pearl Harbor and I was his 
house boy so to speak. I helped his family move into a house, and uh, 
got very well acquainted with his family, had a older son was about 15 
years old and we became friends. And uh, so I was his house boy and 
later on I became uh, I was picking up freight on the docks for the 
marine core, and that was my job as the, picking up freight on the 
docks and take it to the supply depot. And that was my job there for a 
year after Pearl Harbor. 


04:11 
CD: What was life like in Hawaii pre December 7" 1941? 


04:18 

DJ: Well the only couple of hotels of course you know, that owned 
Waikiki Beach was uh, Wallawia and Naalomawana and uh, we use to 
go to Waikiki Beach and have beer parties. And it was grass shacks on 
Waikiki Beach and people would have towels hanging out on the lines 
and we’d go use their towels to dry with and one thing to another, and 
it was a wonderful time. For a while there was a place called Kou Kou 
Corners that you’ve probably heard of. They sold hamburgers and 
malted milks and, other, I don’t know. Another guy and I worked, as a 
full time job and we’d work every other night. Workin’ at the Kou Kou 
corners, makin’ hot dogs and hamburgers, and malted milks. And we 
did that for a while before Pearl Harbor. So, but we had a good time, 
Pearl Harbor, I mean Hawaii was real nice, the weather was beautiful 
and so forth. 


05:15 
CD: What were you, were you aware of any rising tensions between 
Japan and the United States? 


05:48 
CD: What were the talks about? How’d you know this trouble was 
starting to brew up? 


06:23 
CD: So, what were you doing on December 6"? What was your, could 
you describe us your day? 


06:29 

DJ: I had went to the hospital about 3 day, about the 4 or the 5" of 
December because I had a sis, that needed to be operated on next to 
my rectum. And so, you want me to tell you the whole story? 


06:44 
CD: Of December 6" or the sis? 


06:46 
DJ: About the operation. 


06:48 
CD: No I just think you were... 


hemorrhoid operated on. And so that was the condition I was in on the 
morning of December the 7". It was the first morning I was able to get 
up and go to breakfast. I had walked to breakfast, that was the first 
morning I had done that, after my operations. I don’t remember the 
exact date of my operation, but I just know I wasn’t in very good 
shape on December the 7". 


07:14 
CD: Could you walk us through your day of December 7"? What did 
you see? What did you hear? 


07:19 

DJ: Well I, I got up and went to breakfast, came back and I was laying 
on my bunk reading the Sunday paper and we started hearing 
explosions. And uh, so we thought they were working on the dry dock, 
that they had been building a new dry dock. And uh, some guy ran 
into the quarters and he said, the Japs are attacking, and somebody 
else said O balogna. And so he’d dropped to his knees and put his 
hands in a prayer position and he said, god so help ‘em were being 
attacked by the Japanese. So of course we ran out behind the hospital 
and the first thing, after we got out there, were the planes that were 
really low and straffed. The dirt kicked up beside us and somebody 
said what’s that, and somebody else said, my god we’re being shot at, 
and we were. So another guy and I, got uh, had dug a ditch behind the 
hospital for some reason or another, sewer ditch or something, but it 
was a ditch about 3 feet deep or something. And we decided that 
we'd, the other guy was about you size, he was a big sailor, we 
decided that um, if the plane came back we would jump in the ditch. 
So, then we were looking this way as an example, and the planes 
were dropping the bombs that were dropping on the ships that they 
looked like they were going to drop on us that floated on out over the 
harbor. And uh, all of a sudden someone said here he comes again. 
And we turned around and it was a plane coming right at us, and it 
was on fire and you could see the pilot standing up in the plane. And 
this other guy and I jumped into the ditch, and the plane crashed and 
slid over the ditch, close to where we were I don’t know if it was 
directly over us or not. But it must have been about to stop because it 
was just a little ways beyond the ditch. And uh, so we jumped in the 
ditch and the plane crashed and slid over the ditch. And we think 
maybe that’s one of the first planes that was shot down in the war. 
And I guess there’d been a hundred marines that have taken the 
credit for shooting that plane down. 


09:08 
CD: Your not one of them. 


DJ: No, it landed on me. 


09:14 
CD: What was your general feeling and mood as this was all unfolding 
around you? What were you thinking? 


09:19 

DJ: My god we couldn’t believe it. It was unbelievable, and we were 
scared and confused and frustrated. And to finished the story about 
jumping into the ditch, I landed on top of the other guy, and he must 
have been a good Catholic because he cussed and cried and prayed 
and he had a rosary and he tore it all to pieces. So I thought, I’m not 
as afraid as he is so I got out of the ditch and the first thing I saw was 
a Sailor that had a leg and was beatin’ the leg on the ground so the 
Japanese pilot had evidently gone through the propeller and he was 
all beat up. Because I remember later they came out and scooped up a 
body with a couple of pieces of board. But anyway, he was beatin’ his 
leg on the ground screamin’ out, kill this s.o.b. PI kill him, Tl kill him. 
And then he stopped to look as if to say, what in the world am I doing. 
So he pulled the boot of and said, hey I got the first souvenir of the 
war. And I remember this so plainly. So I thought to myself, well I 
have to have a souvenir, so I went to the airplane and go a piece of 
the parachute out of the airplane and I kept it for years and years and 
I donated it to the Palm Springs Air Museum. And they have it on 
display down there, and they have a Pearl Harbor booth at the Palm 
Springs Air Museum. And my pieces of parachute on display with my 
story telling about it. So that’s, so then after that of course they were 
starting to bring the people who were badly burned into the hospital 
and I went back into the hospital and the only doctors on duty that 
morning was a doctor Russel Jensen, who lived in Yucca Valley for 
years and years and he and I became real good friends. And I was a 
president of the chapter and he was the vice president for years and 
years, and he died a couple of years ago. But he said that he was the 
only doctor on duty that morning, and so it must have been him who 
operated on me. And um, so when I went back into the hospital, he 
said kid your walkin’, why don’t you give all these people a drink of 
water, if they want to talk to or whatever. So, I was going around 
talking to the people who were badly burned and there was somebody 
in every bunk and under every bunk and in the passageways and the 
stench was unbelievable like burnt flesh. And uh, so I talked to them 
and this is an interesting story, one guy looked at me and he says uh, 
aren’t you from Kansas, and I said yes, and he was from a neighboring 
school and he and I had competed in sports together basketball and 
one thing and another and we got, he and I got into the championship 
to run a quarter of a mile, two years in a row when we were in high 
school, and both times he beat me by about 6 inches, I never did beat 


him and his name was Hines and I went back to see him 3 or 4 days 
later and he was gone and that he had probably died. Because almost 
everybody was gone out of the hospital about, within a week later. So, 
and I went back to duty after that I went back to Spring Barracks 
because the doctor said your walkin’ you go back to duty, so I did. 


12:13 
CD: What was your um, as your walking through the hospital could 
you describe some of the states some of the people were in? 


12:22 

DJ: Well, some of them would talk to you, and some of them would 
stare off into space and it was obvious that all of them were in terrible 
shock. And you didn’t have time to think that much about it. You just 
tried to do what you could do, if anyone wanted a drink of water I 
gave them a drink of water and I held up their head and you know 
poured water down them and whatever. So I spent maybe a couple of 
hours doing that. 


12:46 
CD: Now there’s a story that I think you tell about um, somebody 
being put into a body bag who wasn’t, dead all the way... 


DJ: Well that’s nothing to do with Pearl Harbor 


CD: O ok, alright, that’s something else, ok very good. So, so you go 
through the day, how’s your day, how’s your day end? 


13:07 

DJ: Well, I went to the marine barracks, and there was all kinds of 
naked sailors or almost naked sailors coming into the marine barracks 
and we issue them clothing, give them marine core clothing, one thing 
and another. The mess hall was open, never closed and everybody was 
hungry went down to the mess hall and they ate. And uh, the first 
night I spent on top of the marine barracks manning a machine gun. 
And huh, we just knew that the Japs were all going to come back the 
next morning, and of course they didn’t. but during the night, back in 
those days we had mosquitoes, we didn’t have, DDT or anything like 
that. So there were a lot of mosquitoes up on the roof, so we would 
fire the mosquitoes in the air, maybe every hour or two and make a lot 
of smoke and the mosquitoes would go away. But that’s what we did 
and I spent the whole night up on the barracks. 


14:01 
CD: Could you see any part of the harbor and battleship row and the 
devastation? 


DJ: O when I was in the hospital I could see the whole show. 
CD: Could you describe what you saw? 


DJ: Well I could just see all, a lot of smoke mainly, there was a lot of 
smoke, that was the main thing I could see. But, I couldn’t see the 
ships because there was too much smoke. 


CD: Could you see the planes coming in, or the torpedoes being... 


DJ: Well the only plane, I saw a lot of planes before this one crashed 
on top of me. And then after that I went back into the hospital so I 
didn’t see any planes then. 


14:35 

CD: So could you describe a little bit of what, when you, after the 
attack, after and you could see the harbor and battleship row and 
Ford Island and all of that, what did it look like? 


14:49 

DJ: I don’t really remember too much about it except when people 
talked about it because I went back to marine barracks and I don’t 
think I felt very good I think I went to bed for a while. ‘Cause I wasn’t 
feeling very good, ‘cause I was kinda weak from what I’d been 
through. But, I know that I spent the first night on top the barracks 
helpin’ manning machine guns. So, I don’t remember too much about 
the other. 


15:11 
CD: Did you uh, that first night, did you, describe ... what was going 
on? Describe the tension or mood. 


15:18 

DJ: Well, we had a major that it seems like we went down to the 
basement of the marine barracks, and the major got, there was a 
bunch of us down there and we just kind of visited, and he was just 
trying to tell us what was going to happened the next morning when 
the Japs came ashore and we were all being, trying to get ammunition 
and fire arms and the other, and he’d tell us what to do and he said, 
we're at war, we’re Strictly at war, and we’re, its gonna be a hell of a 
mess, is what he said. He was a wonderful guy that everybody loved a 
lot, he was a major. We had a coronal that was a commanding officer 
of the marine barracks by the name of Coronal Pickett. And he was 
releaved of his command, I think on December 7" or a day or two 


after, and Major um, what was his name, he was made the 
commanding officer. Because Coronal Pickett was a political, at that 
time they made political rates of one another, and he really wasn’t a 
true marine, he was just a political thing that they gave him, that 
some politician made him give him a job as a marine core. And so he 
was releaved of his command and went back to the states and I don’t 
know what became of him. But the major, maybe he was a lieutenant 
coronal, but he became out commanding officer and everybody 
thought he was a wonderful guy, and I can’t remember his name right 
now. 


16:36 
CD: So when you were up manning the machine gun that night, did 
you fire at anything coming in? 


DJ: No, we didn’t see anything, didn’t fire at anything, no. We just 
fired up into the air to make some smoke. 


16:48 
CD: Now, what was, how did life change on the island and on base 
after December 7"? 


CD: So, did you have any direct involvement in um, rescue or salvage 
efforts after the attack? 


18:03 
DJ: No, I had nothing to do with that, no. 


CD: So, what was the, uh, how did you get in touch with your parents 
to let them know you were ok? 


DJ: They, it was over a month before they heard from me. So uh... 
CD: If we could just stop there’s some noise out in the hallway. 
(waiting for noise to stop in hallway) 


18:54 

DJ: So the doctor said to one of the coremen, we got this taken care of 
and the coremen were all laughing at how sore I was going to be, so 
he said anything else we can do to this marine? And so one of the guys 
said well he’s never been circumcised. So, that was the condiction I 
was in when I was in Pearl Harbor, and I jumped and slid into the 
ditch on my stomach. 


19:13 
I: Ouch 


DJ: I didn’t think you wanted to put that on tape. 
I: No, I hope we get that on tape, it gives you an idea that your 
condition during the attack, and you being up on that roof, I can’t 


even imagine. Did you get any pain pills? 


DJ: No, I didn’t get any pain pills. I don’t think they had any. I tore 
that thing all up. 


19:42 
CD: So this attack really helped galvanize the whole island together. 


DJ: O it sure did, ya. 


CD: Who came out to help in the hospital? Who came out to lend a 
hand, and help bring things back to normal? 


DJ: Ya ... who did? 
CD: Who did, ya ‘cause you were talking at the break. 


DJ: Prostitutes came out to help work in the hospitals, ya. And they 
did a good job. 


CD: What’d they do? 


20:07 
DJ: What ever there was to do, clean, wash, do the laundry, give guys 


a bath, or whatever. They just tried to help, and everybody was 
grateful for ‘em. 


20:19 

CD: Very good. Um, do you remember and of the noise of the day 
from the planes or the explosions and could you describe what that 
was like? 


DJ: I don’t really remember that much, all I remember was that the 
explosions I heard was when I told you , I was laying in my bunk 
reading the Sunday paper. And after that I really don’t remember any 
explosions, except when the plane crashed behind the hospital, and it 
was on fire when it crashed. So ... I don’t know, do you know whether 
that was the first plane that was shot down or not, or does anybody 
know? 


I: Nobody really knows, there was one that went down off of 
Battleship row, but it was certainly because it was a torpedo plane 
that it was one of the first. 


DJ: It was one of the first, k. 


21:05 
CD: So after the attacks, your helping to supply the marines again... 


DJ: I went back to the marine base yes, marine barracks, and I think 
in a day or two I was back doing my regular job, doin’ what I needed 
to do. 


21:21 
CD: So, among the troops once this had happened? 


DJ: Well we were all dedicated, and uh, I don’t remember ever 
hearing anybody say that we were going to lose a war. We all knew 
we were going to win it, we all new we were going to win the war, and 
uh, this went on all through the war. I was at Sipan and Okonawa, and 
I don’t remember ever hearing anybody worried about winning the 
war. There was a few guys who committed suicide, but I don’t think it 
was because they thought we were going to lose the war, for different 
reasons. One guy committed suicide because his girlfriend wrote him 
a letter, she got another boyfriend, and these kind of thing, you know. 
He was in the bunk next to me, in the tent next to me at Sipan and I 
heard a shot and he’d put a rifle on the floor and muzzle in his mouth 
and blew the top of his head off, and I was the first one there, so that 
was bad. 


22:20 
CD: What’s the thing you remember most about December 7", 1941? 


DJ: The plane crashing behind the hospital. So, that’s the main thing I 
remember. And goin’ back into the hospital and seeing all these 
people who were so badly burned, and there was nothing you could 
do. And I remember the smell. You know, and you see movies and see 
things in the movies that looks more real than actual combat. But, you 
can’t get the smell of the movie. 


22:52 
(people talking in background) 


23:04 

CD: You were talking about, there was a sound and we have to go 
back. You were talking about the difference between a film and real 
life. 


DJ: About what? 


CD: O the movie, looked ... I watched a lot of ships sink off Okonawa, 
the suicide planes were droppin’, and this kind of a thing, but they 
didn’t seem real, it just didn’t. And all the people that uh, that were on 
these other ships that were sinking came aboard our ship. But, the 
movie looked more real that the real thing did, it seemed to me like, 
because you could see the planes drop out of the sky, and they’d be so 
fast you could hardly keep your eye on them, it was like trying to 
watch a bullet. And uh, the ship would explode and it start listing, and 
all the guys start sliding off. They came aboard our ship, a lot of them, 
and we had a continual channel line for 24 hours a day on our ship at 
Okonawa. I didn’t go ashore at Okonawa, our ship, our battalion was 
in reserve and we never did go ashore. But we were out there, I don’t 
know how many ships we saw sink. And uh, I’m one of the only 3 or 4 
people that we know of that came as close as we did to see the 
beginning and ending of World War II. I was among the first troops to 
go ashore at Nagasaki. Where the atomic bomb dropped, and there 
were hundreds of dead bodies floating in the harbor as we went 
ashore. And uh, the small boat that we went ashore in was like a 
landing craft, you know where the gate did on the front. And uh, we, 
there were floating mines in the water, off of Nagasaki, and we could 
see the mines and back off and go around them, push the mines out of 
the way with an oar. And, uh, Nagasaki was a big event to me in the 
war because it was a city of about 100,000 people and you could 
imagine Ontario being swept away with a broom. Everything gone and 
the ground was level, that’s the way Nagasaki was. 


25:09 
CD: So you went into Nagasaki after the bomb? 


DJ: About two weeks after the bomb. We didn’t know anything about 
radiation, but years later they got to worrying about radiation and I 
went and got a physical and there was nothing wrong with me. So, 
well the bomb exploded 500 feet above the ground, so there was 
always a prevailing breeze in Nagasaki, so they figured most of the 
radiation was gone by the time we got there. 


CD: As a Pearl Harbor survivor, someone who’s seen the beginning 
and the end of the war, what do you think that beginning has meant in 
your life? 


CD: Did you lose and friends or anything like that on December 7" 
1941? 


DJ: No, no, no. None of my real close friends. One guy got hurt that I 
saw years later, his name was Hoskins, in fact what was his first 
name? Hoskins anyway, he got shrapnel in his hip and he lived in 
Long Beach for years and uh, he always liked to get drunk. And I’d get 
him, I’d drug him out of the beach at Waikiki 2 or 3 different times, 
we’d go out there for a party and he’d pass out on the, where the 
waves were coming in and we’d sit there watch him to see if he was 
going to come to. And he wouldn’t come to and we’d go drag him out 
and I’d put him to bed, and years later at a state association meeting 
or something, we had a convention and I walked into a room and, 
there’s that god damn Jones, and so, so anyway he wanted to sit with 
us at the banquet and he got drunk and passed out and another guy 


took him and I put him to bed. But he was a realtor and became a 
multimillionaire. So, he was real good, he was a real sharp guy. 


CD: Doesn’t sound like his party habits changed much. 
DJ: Ya, he hadn’t changed in all those years. 


28:15 
CD: Have you been back to the memorial? 


DJ: We go every 5 years, we’ve been every 5 years ever since they 
started. And we go to the memorial, I’ve donated money for it and my 
chapters donated money for it. And we’re very gung-ho about the 
museum. 


CD: When you go out to the memorial and are standing over the 
Arizona, what thoughts are in your mind? 


28:38 

DJ: Well, its kinda a weird feeling, you feel like your um, I don’t really 
be able to understand it, describe it, its just, a feeling that um these 
people are still there. In which they are and you just kinda feel like 
your in a, there’s ghost around or something. But I’m not a very 
religious man, I believe there’s a supreme being, but you don’t 
understand it, I don’t understand it. But uh, the last time we went I 
missed the first boat back because I was being interviewed by 
Japanese people and German people from all over the world talkin’ to 
us, so this is real interesting. So people, we were treated like royalty 
the last time we went on the 65", the 65 year anniversary. And uh, I 
feel very honored to be a part of it. 


End 


